
 

News from the  

                                Pews                                           

  
 
Greetings, members of the Trinity 
community, here is an update on Trinity 
Lutheran Church and School operations 
during Illinois’ “stay at home” order, in 
effect through April 7, 2020. 

DO NOT FEAR 

First, we are people who place our trust in 
God. 

Jeremiah 17:7-8 reminds us “Blessed is the 
man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is 
the Lord. He is like a tree planted by water, 
that sends out its roots by the stream, and 
does not fear when heat comes, for its 
leaves remain green, and is not anxious in 
the year of drought, for it does not cease to 
bear fruit.” 

We pray that the Lord provides us with 
opportunities to bear fruit for His Kingdom 
in a world that is anxious and on edge. 

Thank you to all who participated in the 
very first livestream service from Trinity on 
March 22. We will again be doing the 
service live on March 29 and the first 
Sunday in April (April 5). We understand 
that we can resume church services with 
Maundy Thursday. We will get information 
out to you as quickly as possible, when we  
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are given an update. As of now we wait with 
anticipation for the time we may gather again 
in person to worship our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ in His house. Until then we will 
work to steadily improve our livestreamed 
worship. Also look for a close up video of the 
sermon as well as audio version of the 
messages to appear soon after the service 
at www.TrinityLombard.org. 

Reminder: 

WORSHIP WITH US – 
MARCH 29, 9 a.m. 

 Sunday morning 
services will again be 
live streaming only, 

on Facebook @trinitylombard, also 
viewable at 

 www.TrinityLombard.org. Please DO NOT 
come in person. Following the service, the 
video will be posted both on Facebook and 
at www.TrinityLombard.org. The sermon 
will also be available in an audio format. 
There will another service on April 5th. 

In Christ,                                                       
Rev. Wagner 
    _____________________________ 

http://www.trinitylombard.org/?fbclid=IwAR3iYFIptOE8Rbw48gqBDT-Lu8H_pNA5H7n5pvjue9JD2i4tPgrsuYeotUc
http://www.trinitylombard.org/?fbclid=IwAR0yzGSuyt1hlD_4SYl4Ep4UOwdmpfypYqb-sOzEsPZIMgtyUYmpVgzcPxc
http://www.trinitylombard.org/?fbclid=IwAR0TzZ2itoZRZ7Jdp4dpjMyyrfmwTdU3IimOVK-KFomfC_7tqbhg2GlSX0A


  
SCHOOL IS IN SESSION ONLINE! 

Trinity Lutheran School is engaged in e-
learning and at-home study until April 
8 while all Illinois school buildings are 
closed by order of the Governor. 
#trinitylutheranschool #trinitylombard         
#elearning @Trinity Lutheran School. 

Students and teachers are participating in 
lessons and activities, including virtual 
“spirit days” from their homes. 

At home Education can take 
math and science into the 
kitchen: pizza, bubble waffles, 
and something chocolate - all 
add up to delicious learning 

Baking and providing the 
family with treats, while 
learning fractions is very cool. 
Way to go, Trinity students. 

Trinity students are making 
the grade with e-learning and 
home study while Illinois 
schools are closed.  

Studying at home while participating in 
Trinity Spirit Days. 

 This is keeping students 
engaged, from preschool 
through 8th grade. Kudos 
to all of Trinity’s teaching 
staff.  
The children are 

scheduled to be off next week 3/30-4/3 for 
spring break. No e-classes during that week. 
off. The e-classes will resume 4/6 and 4/7. We 

expect school to reopen on April 8 and 9 as of 
now.  Both 4/10 and 4/13 were                                            

previously 
scheduled days 
off. 
We are 
committed to the 
children as well 

as the parents as we work thru this time of 
health challenges. 
           Blessings,                  
          Julie Messina 
           Principal,7th & 8th Grade Teacher 
 
 
                   
 Easter 

Worship 
Schedule 

 
April 5 —       Worship Service via livestream 
                        On Facebook 9 a.m. 
Maundy Thursday, April 9 —Divine Service 
                       To be announced   
Good Friday , April 10 — Worship Service  
                       To be announced 
 

              
 
 
Easter Sunday, April 12 —Divine Worship 
                       To be announced 
Easter Breakfast – To be announced 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/trinitylutheranschool?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDPNYzGh8sepwMOXwIjI0bOGr1X6nhL6JhjvDKjU6_7FQjV9ESAWQ2eFMDGPs61CQ0PIEgDHrVqmfzNULH9umLqXr1_xMZPPY9iAIaPcUpZjFKF5-43nw1_UpUJqtC7Ln__oSFAyPR1DJcCQsl_h8SI5O1EBzud_O_il0CfBp0773nODC-04jQ84Q-EPAZcs6sUuo1yG03_Agrr9NcHQ3qNeueAFWL9-Db5WX6d0R39_U_ZX30LOgTDDtULkQyKnvgP1-OENAqpYfJhDV83e3knNRCrGx8_20wl4CUp22O7qND3Br7XLwRLefIiz_cdhuM72--kXHTiVxcm6BG09BRKEw&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/trinitylombard?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDPNYzGh8sepwMOXwIjI0bOGr1X6nhL6JhjvDKjU6_7FQjV9ESAWQ2eFMDGPs61CQ0PIEgDHrVqmfzNULH9umLqXr1_xMZPPY9iAIaPcUpZjFKF5-43nw1_UpUJqtC7Ln__oSFAyPR1DJcCQsl_h8SI5O1EBzud_O_il0CfBp0773nODC-04jQ84Q-EPAZcs6sUuo1yG03_Agrr9NcHQ3qNeueAFWL9-Db5WX6d0R39_U_ZX30LOgTDDtULkQyKnvgP1-OENAqpYfJhDV83e3knNRCrGx8_20wl4CUp22O7qND3Br7XLwRLefIiz_cdhuM72--kXHTiVxcm6BG09BRKEw&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/elearning?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDPNYzGh8sepwMOXwIjI0bOGr1X6nhL6JhjvDKjU6_7FQjV9ESAWQ2eFMDGPs61CQ0PIEgDHrVqmfzNULH9umLqXr1_xMZPPY9iAIaPcUpZjFKF5-43nw1_UpUJqtC7Ln__oSFAyPR1DJcCQsl_h8SI5O1EBzud_O_il0CfBp0773nODC-04jQ84Q-EPAZcs6sUuo1yG03_Agrr9NcHQ3qNeueAFWL9-Db5WX6d0R39_U_ZX30LOgTDDtULkQyKnvgP1-OENAqpYfJhDV83e3knNRCrGx8_20wl4CUp22O7qND3Br7XLwRLefIiz_cdhuM72--kXHTiVxcm6BG09BRKEw&__tn__=%2ANK-R


Soup & Bread 
Thank you for all who helped to serve Trinity’s 
Soup ‘n’ Bread meals each Wednesday while it 
they were able to do so during Lent. The 
proceeds will help support the Youth Summer 
Retreat. 
      ______________________________ 
 

Youth Group Flower 
Sale:  The Youth Group 
will be selling flowers 
and planters again this 
year to support our 
Summer Retreat.  You 
will receive order forms 

electronically within a week.  Instructions for 
ordering will come in the same e-mail.  The 
orders are due April 20 and the flowers will be 
delivered to Trinity in early May.   
Thank you for your support - Scott Gronwold 

              ________________________ 
  

Helping Hands  
 
Kevin Tully, a member of our church, 
generously offered his services if you are in 
need. Kevin is willing to run errands, pick-up 
prescriptions, groceries, and other supplies for 
anyone who is concerned about going out 
during this unprecedented time.  
 
If you need that kind of assistance, please call 
Kevin. He can be reached through email at     
k-212@live.com or his cell phone at 630.901. 
5077. Kevin is retired military and was military 
police as well.  
 
If you are concerned about physical contact 
from someone who has been out in the stores, 
you can pay Kevin by leaving money in an 
envelope in your mailbox or by using PayPal. 
 

Please reach out to Kevin if you need any 
assistance right now.  
 
God's Blessings, 
Julie Messina 
Principal 
 
 

            
 

All Women and girls  
Trinity women, girls (and friends) are always 
invited to gather on Thursdays from Sept to 
June. However, we will not meet in April and 
cannot say for sure when we will be able to 
meet. But with hope that we can get together 
sooner rather than later, there are things to 
look forward to, when permitted, such as a 
Trinity Prayer Breakfast in May and the 
Summer Salad Supper in June. More to follow 
as we move forward. 
 
The Mary Martha Guild is Trinity’s women’s 
service organization (if you are a female 
member of Trinity, that means you) and also 
the church’s LWML (Lutheran Women in 
Mission) group. Monthly events and get 
togethers focus on the joy we share as sisters 
in Christ. 
 
If you have questions or if babysitting is 
needed to enable your attendance at any of 
Trinity’s events for women and girls, contact 
Arlene Solyom, call 630.620.0599 or text 
630.715.7764. 
           _________________________ 
 
 
 



             
 

Studying God’s Word together is 
important! 
And … when we get through this valley, 
your family is invited to join in Bible hour at 
Trinity. Sunday School and adult Bible class 
begin after the service and Fellowship time  
on Sunday mornings.  High school youth 
and young adults are welcome to attend 
adult class or when Sunday school is held, 
between September thru May, you’re 
welcome to lend a helping hand in Sunday 
School with children age 3 through 8th 
grade. God desires that His people spend 
time in His Word, and this is one 
opportunity to do so in the Trinity family. 
 
Updates will follow on resuming studies. 
      ________________________ 

  
 
Pastor Wagner’s  
weekly Wednesday 
Bible class that meets 
in the parish hall. Is 
also paused as we 
wait the virus out. 

When class resumes, it will be announced 
and will begin at 8:45 a.m. for coffee & with 
class starting at 9am.   
                All are welcome. 

    _________________________ 
 

     
During the time when Trinity has not 
gathered in-person, Bibles classes and 
Sunday school have been on hiatus, and 
worship has been conducted online. 

Trinity invites you to participate in these 
simple Sunday School at Home projects 
(while our traditional classes are geared to 
children ages 3 through 8th grade, youth 
and adults are welcome to join us in these 
stay at home activities): 

CHEER CARDS & LETTERS – Trinity has 
members and friends who are 
continually homebound (and many 
who are unable to have visitors under 
current conditions). Write letters of 
encouragement or make and 
decorate cards. Use any kind of 
paper, markers, crayons, stickers – 
what every you have on hand. Use 
phrases such as “God Bless You,” 
“Jesus Loves You,” “We are praying 
for you,” “We are thinking about 
you,” and add positive Bible verses 
(you can look some up 
at www.Biblegateway.com). 

1.      Contact Sunday school leader Lori 
Solyom at lorisolyom@gmail.com or 
630.640.0426 (call or text) for an address 
(or addresses) to mail your cards and letters 
directly. 
2.      Mail your cards and letters to L. 
Solyom, 915 Dawn Ave, Glen Ellyn, IL 60148, 
and they will be distributed. 
3.      Scan or photograph and email cards 
and letters to lorisolyom@gmail.com and 
they will be distributed. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/
mailto:lorisolyom@gmail.com
mailto:lorisolyom@gmail.com


4.      Contact Sunday school leader Lori 
Solyom at lorisolyom@gmail.com or 
630.640.0426 (call or text) to have a 
package of cards or letters picked up from 
your location. 

RESURRECTION GARDEN (to keep or share) 
–   For each Resurrection Garden you will 
need: 

·        Sharpie marker or paint pen to write 
on rock 
·        A smooth light-colored rock small 
enough to nestle on plate 
·        A small plate, bowl, or box - any kind 
(4” to 7” inches in diameter works best) 
·        Glue (craft glue or adult-supervised 
hot glue works best) 
·        A handful or Spanish moss, paper 
shreds or Easter basket grass 
·        A few cloth or paper flowers 
·        Two wooden craft or popsicle sticks, 
twigs, chop sticks, wooden skewers, or 
straws 
·        String, twine, ribbon, or twist tie (i.e. 
from a bag of produce) 
·        Small index card or paper square 
·        Pen or marker to write on card 

Instructions: 

1.      With Sharpie marker or paint pen, 
write the words “Jesus Lives” or “He Lives” 
on one side of rock. 
2.      Glue rock securely in bowl or plate, 
with the words on top and visible. 
3.      Surround rock with Spanish moss, 
paper shreds, or Easter basket grass and 
glue in place. 
4.      Decorate with cloth or paper flowers, 
nestling and gluing into “grass. 
5.      Use string or twist tie to make a cross 
of two sticks or straws and secure next to 
rock, gluing in place. 

6.      Use pen or marker to write on index 
card or paper square: [Jesus said,] “I am 
the resurrection and the life.” John 11:25 
7.      Nestle and glue card or paper into 
garden. 

READ THE EASTER STORY – 

Find it in the Gospels - Matthew 27 & 28, 
Mark 15 & 16, Luke 23 & 24, and John 19 & 
20. Use an age-appropriate children’s Bible 
such as the Faith Alive Bible from Concordia 
Publishing House (it’s the version we give 
children 3rd grade and up at Trinity). Don’t 
have a Bible handy? Find the Scriptures 
at www.Biblegateway.com/ 

          ____________________________ 
  

         
 Sunday School: Help Needed in the 
Fall 
 
Adult and youth members of Trinity Lutheran 
Church are invited to prayerfully consider 
serving with Sunday School. At Sunday 
School, children from age 3 through 8th grade 
hear weekly that Jesus loves them. Bible 
stories and lessons illustrate how God the 
Father created us, sent His Son Jesus Christ to 
die for us and rise again, and sends us the 
Holy Spirit to help us live daily in Christ. Simple 
snacks are served. Crafts, activities, and 
mission service projects help student apply the 
Biblical truths learned.  
 

mailto:lorisolyom@gmail.com
http://www.biblegateway.com/


Helping hands are needed in this multi-age 
setting that meets in Trinity Lutheran School’s 
early childhood wing. Trinity’s children’s Bible 
time meets weekly after church, beginning the 
week after Labor Day and continuing until the 
week before Memorial Day. 

 

Chief requirements include an ability to be 
patient with His little ones! To volunteer, please 
speak with Pastor Wagner or contact Trinity’s 
office, 630.629.8765 
or secretary@trinitylombard.org. 
   _________________________________ 
 

 Spending time with 
the Lord starts the 
day off in the right 
frame of mind..  
‘Portals of Prayer’ is 
a free daily 
devotional provided 
to you by Trinity. 
Each quarter of the 

year, you can find pocket-sized and large print 
versions of this devotion booklet in the church 
narthex. Copies are located on the small table 
to the left of the coat room (opposite of where 
the greeters stand on Sunday mornings). 
          In addition to devotional thoughts and 
scriptures for each day, these volumes include 
an assortment of prayers and a simple family 
worship format. You can also get a digital. 
electronic version. Portals of Prayer 
subscriptions are available 
at www1.cph.org/portals. 

      ____________________________ 
 
Disruption and Security: A 
Perspective on Stewardship 

Scanning the internet for the latest news 
amidst the coronavirus – COVID-19 
pandemic, paying particular attention to the 
Christian response, I was struck by several 
realizations: 

While our day-to-day routines may have 
been disrupted, our deeply and sincerely 
held Christian beliefs, and the behaviors 
they foster, have not. We continue to: 

Put our trust in God – “Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do 
not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 

When the world around us seems to spiral 
out of control, we can ask God to give us 
extra servings of grace and patience for 
others. This marks us as different and helps 
us bear witness to the love of Christ. 

Love one another – “By this all people will 
know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” John 13:35 

Throughout history, Christians have stood 
out because they showed up at times of 
crisis and put the well-being of others 
before their own. From an AD 251 plague 
that decimated the Roman Empire to the 
cholera outbreak in 19th century England, 
Christians have regularly been the first on 
the scene and the last to leave. Today, in 
Wuhan, China, the virus’ epicenter, 
Christians are actively ministering to all. 

We can model the Father’s love by running 
essential errands for those at risk, sending 
kind notes, or making calls of 
encouragement. These small acts can be a 
lifeline for those who are isolated and 
alone.  The Holy Spirit will present 
opportunities for us to serve as Jesus’ hands 
and feet. 

What does this mean for our Christian 
Stewardship? 

As to how this effects our stewardship…in 
chaotic times, we must remember that God 

mailto:secretary@trinitylombard.org
https://www1.cph.org/portals/


is the giver of all we have. He is the provider 
of our needs – often through His people. 
During good times and bad, His Church 
stands. 

Our earthly schedules may have been 
disrupted, yet God’s timing is always 
perfect. 

March 22 was planned as our annual 
Trinity Commitment Sunday. God allowed 
some of us to worship together via the 
miracle of technology with a livestreamed 
service, but we could not physically gather 
in God’s house – therefore turning in our 
Giving Commitments for the 2020-2021 
Fiscal Year was an impossibility. We ask that 
you either mail your Giving 
Commitment envelopes to Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 1165 S Westmore-Meyers Rd, 
Lombard, IL  60148, or bring them to submit 
when we are able to resume our regular in-
person worship. 

March 29 was the day we were to receive 
materials to help us begin a new 
initiative, Bringing Light to Our Community. 
This capital campaign seeks our response to 
God’s love in the form of financial gifts, 
large and small, dedicated to promoting 
and enhancing the church and school, 
making Trinity’s facilities more accessible to 
all, and acquiring new highly-visible signage 
for our busy intersection. Your Board of 
Stewardship will provide more information 
and materials to facilitate participation 
in Bringing Light to Our Community when 
we are able to return to typical worship and 
fellowship at Trinity. 

In the meaning, we welcome your feedback, 
thoughts, and ideas. 
Email BringingLight@TrinityLombard.org or 
call me at 630.640.0426. 

Blessings in the Name of Our Risen Savior 
Jesus Christ,                                                    
Lori Solyom                                                 
Board of Stewardship Chairperson 

  _______________________________ 
How to Give an Offering When Worship is 
in Not In-Person 

Trinity has been blessed to offer church 
services over the internet during Illinois’ 
“stay at home” order. We recognize that 
God’s Word is greater than anything, even 
pandemics, but we wish to protect the 
health of all in the Trinity community and 
respect the orders of our civil authorities. 

Many have been blessed to join Trinity 
online, others are listening to The Lutheran 
Hour on the radio, watching Worship Anew 
on television, and setting aside time alone 
or with family to read the Bible, pray, and 
participate in devotions. 

We are used to dropping our tithes and 
offerings in the collection plate on Sunday 
morning or Monday evening – but during 
the current requirement for “social 
isolation” that has not been an option. 
Instead, we suggest that you consider giving 
online at TrinityLombard.org. It is a safe, 
easy, and convenient transaction between 
your bank and Trinity’s bank. You can set up 
regular giving or give a one-time gift. If you 
need help setting up online giving, please 
contact Trinity’s office via email 
at secretary@trinitylombard.org or leave a 
voicemail message at 630.629.8765. 
Someone will get back to you with 
assistance. 

You may also mail offerings to Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 1165 S Westmore-Meyers 
Rd, Lombard, IL 60148. Make checks 

mailto:BringingLight@TrinityLombard.org
http://www.trinitylombard.org/
mailto:secretary@trinitylombard.org


payable to Trinity Lutheran Church. Please 
do not mail cash. 

      ____________________________ 
 

Pray God’s Glory 

 Across the Earth 
We may or may not be able 
to attend Trinity’s Prayer 

Breakfast that has been planned for May 9, 
2020. 9am – 11am. Only time will tell. 
 

The theme this year is “Pray God’s Glory 
Across the Earth”. It couldn’t be more 
appropriate, with so much turmoil going on 
around us. Whether or not we attend a 
breakfast, praying is our defense against the 
chaos in this country and yes, across the 
earth. 
 
Pray continually – “Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-
18 

Pray for those at risk of disease, those who 
are fighting on the healthcare  and 
community service front lines, those being 
deprived of income, those facing extreme 
loss, and all who fear. As we pray, the Holy 
Spirit intercedes on our behalf. We draw 
closer to God, being reminded that He is 
greater than all the woes that beset the 
world that He created. 

Pray for one another 

Pray for those who have critical needs, are 
struggling with illness, fear, layoffs, 
economic setbacks, isolation, depression, or 

sadness. May the Lord provide comfort, 
succor, and assurance to all in time of need 
or distress. 

Pray for the medical personnel on the front 
lines of fighting disease and first 
responders. May the Lord protect, 
strengthen, and encourage the warriors, as 
well as their families. 

Pray for all impacted by fears about the 
current pandemic. May the Lord lift spirits 
and turn the eyes and hearts of all to Him. 

If you have critical needs as this time (i.e. 
you are at risk and advised not to go out 
and need groceries or medicines) please 
notify us by email 
secretary@trinitylombard.org or call 
630.629.8765 and leave a voice message. 
We have Trinity members willing to help 

No special skills are required to pray, speak 
from the heart and trust that God hears the 
prayers we offer up to Him. God is glorified 
when we pray together. 

       ___________________________ 
 

       

            in the Shadow of Coronavirus 
by Rev, Michael W. Salemink, Executive 
Director, Lutherans For Life 

mailto:secretary@trinitylombard.org


What has the sanctity of life to do with 
pandemics and cancellations? Believe it or 
not, it’s more relevant than ever. The Gospel 
of Jesus Christ belongs to just such a time as 
this. It prepares us for precisely these kinds 
of moments. Here’s how we can keep 
speaking truth, showing love, and sharing 
life in the face of the coronavirus and cultural 
distress. 

Let’s not abort the unborn. Some will use 
this virus as the latest excuse to experiment 
with embryos for developing another 
vaccine or a stem-cell therapy. Do we have 
to let the emergency turn our little ones into 
nothing more than spare parts? One 
abortionist already advocated removing 
restrictions on RU486 because increased 
time at home equals more surprise 
pregnancies. Widespread dread provides the 
least rational and most hazardous 
justification for medically cannibalizing our 
young. 

Let’s not abandon the elderly. We can 
allocate healthcare resources, even in crisis, 
according to urgency of needs and not 
duration of years. Quality of life is in the eye 
of the beholder, which makes a poor basis 
for assessing survival. This outbreak already 
especially endangers the aged. Sacrificing 
them to it will embolden, not appease it. 

Reconsider the role of our bodies. Disease 
transmission reminds us of some wonderful 
realities. A person’s value means more than 
how attractive or productive we find her. 
Comfort, luxury, and indulgence do not 
trump everything else. There’s no such thing 
as a personal choice or a private decision. 
We affect others wherever we go and 
whatever we do—for worse and for better. 
These bodies are gifts, not rights or burdens. 

Behold how defenseless and dependent we 
are. But for the grace of God, we cannot 
sustain ourselves against the tiniest 
menaces. Humankind’s selfishness long ago 
upset the harmony our Almighty Maker 
wove into the universe, and we have 
competed with creation ever since. 
Microscopic organisms have turned against 
us too (“cursed is the ground because of 
you”). Sin has rendered us little and feeble 
like an embryo, impaired and compromised 
as much as any hospital patient. Yet our 
heart beats and eyes blink—how relentlessly 
does the Heavenly Father preserve us! 

Take comfort that no one suffers alone. Our 
Lord Jesus Christ has borne our sicknesses 
and carried our sorrows. He knows weeping 
and bleeding. The Son of God humbled 
Himself under hurt and obedient to death to 
walk its valley alongside us. His crucified 
forgiveness has emptied suffering of any 
punishment and filled it with purposes. In His 
hand even our pain accomplishes outcomes 
that far surpass its costs. 

Let’s celebrate community. What an 
unprecedented opportunity we have in 
school closings, travel restrictions, and 
working from home (or furloughs). Families, 
locales, and countries could unite in ways 
our fast-paced culture doesn’t usually 
facilitate. Lean in to the household. Play 
board games. Read stories aloud. Reach out 
to aging relatives. Catch up with old friends. 
Check in on isolated neighbors. Use phone, 
email, letters, and cards when visits become 
inadvisable. Engage in real conversation with 
your husband or wife. How can we serve 
those whom the quarantining affects most 
adversely? 



Let’s do more patting on the back than 
finger-pointing. Contagions can make us 
suspicious of each other. Distances and 
differences can further impede goodwill. 
Practice patience rather than complaining, 
even with government officials, and 
commending instead of condemning, even 
with overseas populations. We’re going to 
need one another in order to overcome both 
this peril and its opportunistic secondary 
infection: disrupted relationships. 

Resist the temptation to fill the extra time 
with screens. No media delivers just the 
facts (or distractions). They sell products and 
philosophies, and scares and stories sell 
even more than sex. Seek truth rather than 
news (“infotainment” which often consists 
mostly of rumors and exaggerations). Rather 
than resorting to technology and toys, dive 
headlong into what your mind and heart 
really crave—connecting with fellow human 
beings. 

Remember the hope of a new 
creation. Whatever this world robs from us, 
the resurrection of the body will restore. 
Pray not just to be spared from sickness but 
to be liberated from sin. Pray not only for 
ourselves but for our every neighbor. Pray, 
watch, and await with eager anticipation the 
day when God shall wipe away every tear 
from your eyes and there will be no more 
disease. 

Let’s demonstrate the best of humanity and 
make the coronavirus pandemic of 2020 the 
most life-affirming, Gospel-motivated event 
of our age! 

   ____________________________________ 

 

Are You Struggling? God has not forgotten 
you “I will never desert you, nor will I ever 
forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5c 
 
Are you struggling with guilt, sorrow, or anger 
because of an abortion in your past? Do you 
know that God wants to offer you His 
forgiveness and healing?  He can free you 
from guilt, hurt and pain. God says, “I have 
swept away your offenses like a cloud, your 
sins like the morning mist. Return to me, for I 
have redeemed you." (Isaiah 44:22) Jesus 
offers forgiveness for ALL our sins – He gives 
us a Word of Hope that can begin to heal your 
broken heart.  If you or someone you know is 
hurting because of an abortion, call Word of 
Hope for a confidential help at 888.217.8679 or 
email info@word-of-hope.org. "Return to me, 
for I have redeemed you." Isaiah 44:22 
     ________________________________ 

 

Join area Lutheran Women in Mission from 
Trinity and nearby churches, 
Saturday, April 25, at a Spring Zone Rally. 
Dr. Pat Braun, Nurse Practitioner, will 
share about Building Super Heroes, an 
exciting health and wellness program for 
children at inner-city Lutheran schools. The 
gathering is at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 331 George Street, in West 
Chicago, Illinois. Registration and 
refreshments begin at 8:30 a.m., followed 
by Bible Study led by Rev. John Westra. 
Bring boxes of bandage or monetary gifts 
for icepacks for inner-city Lutheran 
schools. Stamps and eyeglasses for missions 
will also be collected. 
 

mailto:info@word-of-hope.org


All Lutheran women are a part of LWML – 
united with women across the nation. 
For more information contact Hannan 
Solyom (630) 363-4338.  
    ____________________________ 
 
 
MORE IDEAS AND RESOURCES FOR YOU 

We invite you to view this video message 
from LCMS Northern Illinois District 
President Rev. Dr. Allan R. 
Buss: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
Fcr-pp99LXw&t=3s 

And this this message from our synodical 
LCMS President, Rev. Dr. Matthew 
Harrison: https://blogs.lcms.org/2020/a-
message-from-lcms-president-matthew-c-
harrison-amid-the-coronavirus-pandemic/ 

Concordia Publishing House is providing 
free resources for families to use at 
home: https://www.cph.org/t-bestill-
home.aspx 

Worship Anew (formerly Worship For Shut-
Ins) broadcasts on cable, satellite and on 
demand: https://worshipanew.org/ 

Listen to the Lutheran Hour, Sunday 
mornings at 6 a.m. on WGN Radio 720 AM 
or anytime via downloadable app, or read 
sermons 
at:  https://www.lutheranhour.org/ 

Don’t forget physical Bibles and devotions, 
but if you don’t have a Bible at home, the 
English Standard Version and others are 
available to use free online 
at: https://www.biblegateway.com/ 

 
     _____________________________ 

New addition to News from the Pews – 
suggestions from our “church family’: 
 
 Suggested by Nadine Anderson:  

       Recipes 
Ginny Wilson, who 
turned 95 in March, 
always contributed her 
‘special’ cake when 
honoring family 
members at funerals. 
It came to be known as 
Ginny’s ‘Funeral Cake’. 

She passed the recipe on to Vince Cuchetto, 
who now calls it the ‘Restoration Cake’. 
Ingredients: 

• 1 - Jiffy Yellow cake mix 9 oz pkg 
• 1 - large pkg of vanilla pudding 
• 1 - 8 oz pkg cream cheese (softened) 
• 2 – 20 oz cans of crushed pineapple   

      (drained) 
• 1 -  8 oz tub cool whip 

 
Mix cake mix together using ingredients on box 
and following directions, but substitute milk 
instead of water. Bake 15 minutes at 350 in a 9 
x 13  greased, baking pan (cake will be very 
thin). Prepare pudding using ingredients listed 
on box, and according to instructions on box. 
Blend room temperature, cream cheese into 
pudding and set aside in refrigerator. Let the 
cake cool down while pudding is setting. After 
cake is cooled, scoop and spread, pudding 
/cream cheese mixture evenly over the top of 
the cake. Spoon drained pineapple onto 
pudding mixture trying to get it even across 
cake. Finally, spread cool whip across the top 
of the pineapple. Enjoy! 
     ----------------------------------------------------- 
Suggested by Beth Kraegel: 

Talking to your child or grandchild about 
salvation (gleaned from Focus on the Family): 
As a parent, you have the privilege of 
introducing your child to God’s saving grace 
available through Christ's death and 
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Resurrection. Here are a few tips to help 
you make an eternal impact on your child. 
First, you must introduce your child to "who 
God is." Start reading them Bible stories 
from a young age. Teach your child about 
God's promises and that He loves us. As 
your child grows, make sure he or she 
understands the gospel and knows who 
Jesus is. When the time is right (you'll know 
when) ask your child why Jesus died on the 
cross. Discuss his death and resurrection 
and why it was necessary. Also talk about 
God's forgiveness and love.  

Editor’s note: 

And, Trinity’s preschool and elementary 
school has the best opportunity for children 
to learn of the love that Jesus has for them. 
It is love in action.  

Also, two books to use with preschoolers, 
kindergarteners, and even first graders: 

“What is Grace” by Michael Nordman 

“What Are Unsearchable Riches” also by 
Michael Nordman (the son of Ron and 
Marga Nordman from our congregation) 

    _____________________________ 

All news articles for the following month’s 
newsletter may be summitted by the 20th of 
the month. Send to vinjud60@yahoo.com 

Questions … call Judy Cuchetto, 
630.698.2208 
Note: Several factors have contributed to 
the size of the last two newsletters. It will 
not always be this large or have color 
photos. Articles of interest are welcome as 
well as suggestions. Enjoy and be blessed! 
(This month’s newsletter is out before April 
to get out relevant info.) 

Our church awaits our return. 
 

 
 
But while we are waiting …….. 

 
The enemy has no hohold on us 
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