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   Trinity Lutheran Church 
            A CONGREGATION OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 

1165 Westmore Meyers Rd., Lombard, IL  60148 
630-629-8765 + www.trinitylombard.org 

Rev. Steve Wagner—Senior Pastor 
 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 
The Third Wednesday in Advent 

Vespers/Evening Prayer (page 229-230, 248-252) 
Please use this worship folder along with the hymns in the hymnal 

 
Opening Hymn     348 The King Shall Come When Morrning Dawns  

 

 
 
Public domain 

 
Invocation  
Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the TßSon and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
Confession of Sins 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 

VESPERS 
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Psalm  Psalm 126:1–6 

1When the L  restored the fortunes of | Zion,* 
we were like | those who dream. 

2Then our mouth was filled with | laughter,* 
and our tongue with | shouts of joy; 
 

then they said among the nations, 
“The L  has done great | things for them.”* 

3The L  has done great things for us; | 
we are glad. 

4Restore our fortunes, | O L ,* 
like streams in the | Negeb! 

5Those who | sow in tears* 
shall reap with | shouts of joy! 

6He who goes out weeping, 
bearing the seed for | sowing,* 
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shall come home with shouts of joy, 
bringing his | sheaves with him. 
 
 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 61:1–4, 8-11 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, the fourtieth chapter. 
1The Spirit of the Lord G  is upon me, 

because the L  has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; 

he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2to proclaim the year of the L ’s favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all who mourn; 

3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 

that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the L , that he may be glorified. 

4They shall build up the ancient ruins; 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations. 

8For I the L  love justice; 
I hate robbery and wrong; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge them, 
that they are an offspring the L  has blessed. 

10I will greatly rejoice in the L ; 
my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
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11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord G  will cause righteousness and praise 
to sprout up before all the nations.  
 
 
 
L O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle      1 Thessalonians 5:16–24  

P The Epistle is from 1 Thessalonians, the fifth chapter. 
 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise 
prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of 
evil. 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 
 
L O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
Holy Gospel  John 1:6–8, 19–28  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.  
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light. 

19And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Je-
rusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I 
am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John an-
swered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 
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27even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.  
 
P O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
Responsory 
Advent  LSB 230 

 

 
 
Sit 
Children’s Sermon  -  Pastor Wagner 
 
Sermon Hymn      344 On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry  
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Sermon  -  Pastor Wagner 
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Stand 
Magnificat   
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Sit 
Offering 
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Stand 
Litany  

The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung 
simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
 

 
 

 
  

 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 

to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all serv-

ants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government 

and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every 
good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 
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C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and eve-

ry place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, 

those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from 
the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peace-

ful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
The prayers then continue: 
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Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Collect of the Day  

PßßLet us pray. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness 

of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer   

L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 

      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread;    
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      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Collect For Peace  

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, 
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from 
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus   

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction   

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
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Sit 
Dismissal Hymn   338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
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