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Opening Hymn 556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
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God said to His beloved Son:
“It's time to have compassion.
Then go, bright jewel of My crown,
And bring to all salvation.
From sin and sorrow set them free;
Slay bitter death for them that they
May live with You forever.”

The Son obeyed His Father's will,
Was born of virgin mother;

And God's good pleasure to fulfill,
He came to be my brother.

His royal pow'r disguised He bore;

A servant’s form, like mine, He wore
To lead the devil captive.

To me He said: “Stay close to Me,
| am your rock and castle.
Your ransom | Myself will be;

For you | strive and wrestle.
For | am yours, and you are Mine,
And where | am you may remain;

The foe shall not divide us.

“Though he will shed My precious blood,
Me of My life bereaving,

All this | suffer for your good;
Be steadfast and believing.

Life will from death the vict'ry win;

My innocence shall bear your sin,
And you are blest forever.

"Now to My Father | depart,
From earth to heav'n ascending,
And, heav'nly wisdom to impart,
The Holy Spirit sending;
In trouble He will comfort you
And teach you always to be true
And into truth shall guide you.

“What | on earth have done and taught
Guide all your life and teaching;

So shall the kingdom's work be wrought
And honored in your preaching.

But watch lest foes with base alloy

The heav'nly treasure should destroy;
This final word | leave you.”

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt.
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg
Text and tune: Public domain



Stand (Sunday only)
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

(P In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
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If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one an-
other that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to ever-
lasting life. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-
gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His au-

thority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 147:1, 5, 11-12; antiphon: John 1:14

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his | glory,*
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of | grace and truth.

Praise the Lorb! For it is good to sing praises | to our God;*
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is | fitting.

Great is our Lord, and abun- | dant in power;*
his understanding is beyond | measure.
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But the Lorp takes pleasure in those who | fear him,*
in those who hope in his | steadfast love.

Praise the Lorp, O Je- | rusalem!*
Praise your God, O | Zion!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his | glory,*
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of | grace and truth.

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204



Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Let us pray.
Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate
Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Reading I Kings 3:4-15
* The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solo-
mon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the LorD ap-
Eeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what | shall give you.”
And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David
my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in up-
rightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast
love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. ‘And now, O Lorp my
God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although | am but
a little child. | do not know how to go out or come in. 2And your servant is in the
midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be num-
bered or counted for multitude. °Give your servant therefore an understanding mind
to govern your people, that | may discern between good and evil, for who is able to
govern this your great people?”
"1t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. ''And God said to him, “Because
you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right,
*behold, | now do according to your word. Behold, | give you a wise and discerning
mind{ so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after
you. "l give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no oth-
er king shall compare with you, all your days. "*And if you will walk in my ways, keep-
ing my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then | will
lengthen your days.”



>And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and
stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lorp, and offered up burnt offerings and
peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Ephesians 1:3-14

*Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, “even as he chose us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.
In love *he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of hIS will, ®to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in
the Beloved. ’In him we have redemption throu%h his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, “which he lavished upon us, in all wis-
dom and insight “making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his pur-
pose, which he set forth in Christ °as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things
|n h|m things in heaven and things on earth.

"In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined accordlng to the
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his W|II ’so that we
who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. *In him you
also, when you heard the word of truth, the gosPeI of your salvation, and believed in
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, “who is the guarantee of our inher-
itance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand (Sunday only)
Alleluia and Verse



Holy Gospel Luke 2:40-52

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“OThe child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of
God was upon him. “'Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of
the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom.
“And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind
in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, “*but supposing him to be in the group they
went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and
acquaintances, “>and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, search-
ing for him. “°After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teach-
ers, listening to them and asking them questions. *’And all who heard him were
amazed at his understanding and his answers. “And when his parents saw him, they
were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Be-
hold, your father and | have been searching for you in great distress.” “*And he said to
them, "Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that | must be in my Father’s
house?” *°And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. >’And he
went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his
mother treasured up all these things in her heart. *°And Jesus increased in wisdom
and in stature and in favor with God and man.

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life I« everlasting. Amen.

Sit
Sermon Hymn 410 Within the Father’'s House

5  Lord, visit Thou our souls
And teach us by Thy grace
Each dim revealing of Thyself
With loving awe to trace

A 6  Till we behold Thy face
And know as we are known
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Coequal Three in One.
Text: James R. Woodford, 1820-85, alt.

Tune: Johann Balthasar Koénig, 1691-1758; adapt. William H. Havergal, 1793-1870
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon ~ Rev. John Prohl, Pastor Emeritus, Assistant to the NID President
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Prayer Hymn 923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word

Public domain

Stand (Sunday only)
Prayer of the Church

Sit

Offering

Sharing of the Peace

Sit

Preface

()

®

®F

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.



P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the count-
less blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give
thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives
and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and
will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P] Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.

In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time
Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.
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Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body
and drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in
Christ Jesus, our Lord.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

[P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;

this is My I~ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testa-

ment in My I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei
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Sit
Distribution

A Word About Holy Communion at Trinity:

Today we celebrate the Holy Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. We joyfully receive
our dear Lord’s Body and Blood through the bread and wine, for the forgiveness of
sins, life, and salvation. Those who celebrate this Sacrament with us give public
confession that they are one with us in our doctrines and beliefs. We seek to be
obedient to the admonition of St. Paul who speaks for Christ concerning the proper
administration and reception of this gift of life and for the spiritual welfare of those
who receive this Sacrament. We ask that anyone wishing to partake of the com-
munion who (s not yet a confirmed member of this congregation or another con-
gregation of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, to please speak to the PASTOR
or an ELDER prior to the worship service.

Vocal Voluntary (Sunday only)

Distribution Hymn 574 Before the Throne of God Above
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5  Behold Him there! The risen Lamb!
My perfect, spotless righteousness,
The great unchangeable | AM,
The King of glory and of grace!

6 At one with Him, | cannot die,
My soul is purchased by His blood;
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ, my Savior and my God.

Text: Charitie L. de Chenez, 1841-1923

Tune: Vernon Griffiths, 1894-1985

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 1971 Faber Music Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001328

Distribution Hymn 602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives
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5  The gifts are in the feast,

Gifts far more than we see;

Beneath the bread and wine
Is food from Calvary.

The body and the blood
Remove our ev'ry sin;

We leave His presence in
His peace, renewed again.

6  All glory to the One
Who lavishes such love;
The triune God in love
Assures our life above.
His means of grace for us
Are gifts He loves to give;
All thanks and praise for His
Great love by which we live!
Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947
Tune: Charles J. Dale, 1842-1912, alt.

Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001328
Tune: Public domain

Stand (Sunday only)
Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His king-
dom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Benedicamus and Benediction

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

15



P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Sit
Closing Hymn 402 The Only Son from Heaven
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Text (sts. 1-3): Elisabeth Cruciger, c. 1500-1535; (sts 1-3): tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.; (st. 4): Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978
Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbiichlein, 1524, Erfurt
Text and tune: Public domain
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